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there was but one means of resistance left, and re-
ceived the tumultuous enemy at the point of the
bayonet. For some time, the steadiness and cou-
rage of the English prevailed over the barbarian
rage of the multitudes that threw themselves upon
their " serried ranks," and the Ashantees fell in
rapid succession; but it soon became evident that
the strictest discipline of such an inferior body,
could not withstand the increasing crowds that
poured upon them: the English soldiers, finding
themselves so hemmed in that their muskets be-
came inconvenient to them, for want of space to
exercise their arms with freedom, relieved them-
selves from the encumbrance by unfixing their bay-
onets, and casting their muskets away. With this
awkward weapon they continued the engagement
against an enemy armed with long knives, in the
use of which every Ashantee is singularly skilful.
All the advantages of European knowledge and co-
operation, were at an end. It now became a terri-
fic scene of slaughter, in which physical power
had the inevitable superiority. Opposed to such
infuriated masses, the coolness of the English was
of no avail. They fell quickly before the knives of
the Ashantees, exhausted from the loss of blood, and
covered with numberless wounds. Happily their
sufferings were of short duration, for the enemy,
in the fulfilment of a barbarous usage, cut off their
heads as they fell, as trophies of their own personal
prowess.